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Flowever in spite of the war helween the Omayyads and Byrantines
they exchanged diplomtic missions, and the Omayyads, ezpecially, did nol
Ligsiiaie o make use ol the Byzaniine artists and their methods of work.
Therafore the Cmayvads were able: fo lay the solid foundation of the Islamic
Luipive and its civilisation, They acheived their role with Success becausa
they had officials of Mediterranzan meatality. They were like the consuls
and prefects of ithe Roman and Byzantinve Dmpires, and showed wo inferest

in self-government during the deciine 0f ihe Oinayyad dymnasty.

The Omayvad dvnasiy was thus able o leave a heritage, which mave
the Muzlim: cultural uaity, and also examples of spolitical unity. These
models are of oreat value fo Modern Muslim States nowadays, and nay
help them fo tske part in the contribution to the world affairs to-day,

1. A, El-Adawi



Explanatory Note

The Owmayyads and Byzaniines

The Mediterranean an fslamic Lake

The rice of the Omayyad dynasty to the Caliphate after the greal
witve ol lulamic cenquests ( which Dbegan during  the reign of the
Orthodox Caliphs in the seventh century A, D)), was an imporiant factor
in i]!lill;lil"lg‘ the lstemic Empire and its civilication during -the Middle
Ages, ThelOnmyyad Caliphs cucceeded; lo give lslam and s world a
predomenant status because they realised al a  very carly time thal the
strategic position of the Mediterranean was the basis of any great

power, and hegan {o use it {or the benefit of )slam,

Therciore | surveyed in this essay the early political activities of the
Omayyad clan in Arabia, and their comimercial intercourse with Syrig,
which became ithe centre of their power. The Omayyads were able to
study the different aspect's of the political and economic life of Syria, and
Jmew the best methods of securing the loyally of its people.

The basis of the Omayyad policy concerning the Medilerranean was
laid since ‘Mo‘awiya’ was nominated govermer « walis of Syria. He began
to Luild & 113\))' to put an'end {o the Byzantine raids on Muslim lénds,
and to deprive than later from their sea basis irl_tl'lé islands of the Aegean
‘Sea. He conquered Cyprus, and defeated the Byzaniine pavy in the battle
of’ Zat al Sawary’ ,which proved a decisive baltlerin the history of the
Mediterranean, 1t {erminated the age in Which the Remans and Byzantines.
called the Meditertancan ¢ Mare Nostrum’.

When Mo’awiya became caliph he pressed home his Mediterranean
‘policy, and continued his raids on the Byzantine islandsin the Mediterranean.
He des;patched two great expeditions against Constantinople, which -formed
_thc—:ﬁ resistance of the early Muslim sea-power. After the death of Mo'Awiya,.
his svccessors had a well or.ganiscd plan which they intended to follow.
They-'expanded the lands ot the Muslims all a‘long the Mediterraneanidrove

’the'By:zantines from North Africa and conquered the southern parts of Spaii
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