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LADY BICYCLISTS IN THE L‘AbT Sl

T the EDITOR of the ST. JAMES'S GAZETTE.

Sir,—As the number of ladies who ride bicycles is mcrea.smg
gvery da.y, perhaps your readers may care to hear what iz thought of this
new custom in Eastern countries, asthe opinion Orientals have of us and
ourways isveryimportant owing to our connection with India and Egypt.
I was latsly very much struck by a letter headed “The Bicyele and
English Women,” which appeared in g very able Arabic magazine called ||
the Mukiataf, which is published in Cairo.” The Arab writer says:— ' i

Ttappeara ag if civilization had reached its grestest Leight in our age and is
now tending townrds decadenca, and its glory will cease aa the glury of the

-
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civilization of Grecce and Rowe departed, if nothing iz done to mend the
matter oud to puta stop to customs which will lead it to destrueticn. One of these
customa 'is the English--who are oné of the vations most advanced in coivilizo-
tion—nllowing their women fo ride bicycles, zlthough formerly they would not
letlndiea ride o horse in the sume fashion ns a moan, and we should like to know
what difference tlers is between ridiog a resl horssand an atificial one like
o man. What bas impelled the English to take to this ugly habit, inconsistent
with decency; aud why do they allew their ladies to romn about the strecta on
bicycles, not caring nbout the remarks of the bystanders? Some of the English
disapproved of this hideous eustow, aud wrote to the newspapers pointing ouk
the impropriety of it; bub their words ouly added fnel to the fire, and the mania
for the Licyele increased, and the double hicycle was invented to be ridden by
o woman and aauan, which i3 simply loathsome!

—I am, Sir, your obedient servant,
Ouaford, Oet. 16, - CeAnLrs WELLS.
et 023 BAE R
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