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To the Editor of Al-Muktataf, :

: As the Syrviac Manuscript which Dr. Grote claims t
have discovered at Sinai is so very lilke Plate 1v in my Catalogue of
the Syriac M88. in the Convent of St. Katherine, I think it is enly
right that I should give you an account of hew I became acquainted
with the original of plate Iv. _ _ :

It was shown to me by the .late Hegoumenos, Father Galaktion,
in February 1822, I photographed some pages of it, and read the first
and last pages to Galaltion translating them into Greek for his benefit,
When I had developed my photogra Es'a.t Cambridge, I shewed them
to several Syriac scﬁola.i-s, saying that they were from the MS. ofa
il Liectionary which contains 300 pages or 150 leaves. '
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Professor Rendel Harris, Professor Bevan, and Profassor Robertson
Smith all told me that { had made an important discovery. This was in
June 1892. The Ninth Congress of Orientalists was about to assemble
in London in August 1892, and I wished to show these photographs
there. But Professor Bensly requested me not to do o, because of the
very important discovery I had made of the Palimpseat of the Qld
Syriac 8’059813. He did not wish public attention directed to the
Sinai Convent, until he, Mr. Bendel Harris and Mr. Burkitt should have
transeribed the texts of the Crospels.

" I roturned to Sinai with my friends in February 1893, and whilst
they were at worle on the Palimpaest, I copied and photographed the
Palestinian Syriac Lectionary which I had found a year previously,
and also another copy, which Mr. Rendel Harris found the very day
after our arrival. The ¢nly Manuseript of this Lectionary previously
known is the one in the Vatican Library. It has been twice edited by
‘Count Erizzo Miniscalchi, and by Panl de Lagarde. '

- The Vatican M3, is dated A. D.1030. The Sinai ones are A, D,
1104 and A. D. 1118 respectively.

. But the version itself dates from the fifth century. It is written in
| Palestinian Syriac, which is not an unknown character, for every good
' Syvinc scholar learns to read it, and it is probably the dialect spolken
"hy our Saviour. Also it Was translated from o Greek text quite
‘independent of any which are "now in existence; but which agrees
.wonderfully with the two oldest Greek codices, the Sinaiticus and
the Vaticapus. '

I announced thia discovery in the newspapers, the Athenneum and
the Acadewmy for April 15, 1593, and this has beenrecordedin the
Prolagomens to Tischendorf’'s New Testament, published at Leipzic on.
Ilaych 26, 1894, :

_' My copy of the two manunscripts represented in Plates rvand v of
my Catalogue being completed, 1 placed it in the hands of Messya,
Gilbert and Rivington, by whom it will soon be published. I send you
the last proof-sheet of it, which as yvu will see, ends with page 24.
The Estrangelo type is always used for printing Palestinian grama.ic,
as na types of the Palestinian alphabet have been cuf, ao far as I know.

Pather Galaktion told me that no one had read the manuscript in
question before I did, except one mou, Professor Buting., But he was
not sufficiently interestad in the subject to male it known, :

' Yours very truly

Cennbridge, Aug. 14, 1894. . Agnes 8. Lews.
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