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Collaborating with Clients:

Providing Information and Assisting in Client
Decision Making
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Amold, J. R., Winsor, E. J. T, (1984), The use of structured scenarios in genetic
counseling. Clinical Genetics, 23, 485-490.

[Describes a method for assisting clients in making decisions based on their genetic
risks.]

Bottorff, J. L., Ratner, P. A., Johnson, J. L., Lovato, C. Y., Joah, S. A. (1998).
Communicaling cancer risk information: the challenge of uncertainty. Patient
Education and Counseling, 33, 67-81.

[Describes the complex dimensions of communicating risk information.]

Cassidy, D. A., Bove, C. M. (1998). Factors perceived to influence parental
decision-making regarding presymptomatic testing of children at risk for
treatable adult-onset conditions. Issues in Comprehensive Pediatric Nursing,
21, 19-34,

[Discusses the factors important to parental decision making about whether to seek
or reject presymptomatic testing for their children. )

Danish, S. J. D’Augelli, A. R. (1983). Helping skills IT: life development
intervention. MNew York: Human Sciences Press.

[Describes a decision-making model in detail and includes examples and practice
exercises.]

Fisher, N. L. (1996). Cultural and ethnic diversity: a guide for pgenetics
professionals. Baltimore: Johns Hopkins University Press,

[Describes possible cultural differences that impact information=giving and decisions
making processes. |

Jecker, N. 8., Carrese, J. A., Pearlman, R. A. (1995). Caring for patients in cross-
cultural settings. Hastings Center Report, 25, 6-14.

[Discusses cross-cultural differences between professionals and patients that affect
the quality of care provided.]

Kessler, 5. (1987). Psychological aspects of genetic counseling. [V. The subjective
expressions of probability. New England Journal of Medicine, 315, 741-744,

[Discusses the wariability across genetic counseling clients in how they
interpret/perceive numerical risk data.]

Mealy, L. (1984). Decision making and adjustment in genetic counseling. Health
and Social Work, 9, 124-133.

[Provides a good description of eight factors that can hinder or help genetic
counseling client decision making, the relationship between decisions and
subsequent adjustment, and how genetic counselors can facilitate decision
making and adjustment.]
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Simonoff, E. (1998). Genetic counseling in autism and pervasive developmental
disorders. Journal of Autism and Developmental Disorders, 28, 447-456.

[Provides several examples of how to present risk information and includes a table
of questions that clients might ask their genetic counselors.]

Wroe, A. L., Salkovskis, P. M. (1999). Factors influencing anticipated decisions
about genefic testing: experimental studies. British Journal of Health
Psychology, 4, 1940,

[Discusses how the way in which genetic counselors present information either
positively or negatively influences client likelihood of pursuing testing,
perceptions of severity, and anxiety levels.]





