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i the midst of Central Asia, between Russia and
China, there is an isolated planet for earth, which is
na’+e ar d surrounded by serenity, magic and beauty.

*/ag plains and green meadows stretch to the ho-
rizen, znd clean running rivers penetrate the silence
of rature resembling diversified artistic portraits of
sand, rvers, meadows and mountains.

NATURAL ZONES

ks atizens are shepherds attached to the land and its natural elements, and
thex wre known as Mongols, the meadow shepherds.

Afte: a long freezing winter and towering cold winds, the Mongol’s green
summer prevails, summoning its people to wake up from their long hiberna-
tior. T3e snow melts and the days of freezing and blizzards have gone and
wamnta and greencry fill its regions, and life blossoms again in its plains and
green 1ncadows.

The Mongolian summer is considered as one of he most beautiful seasons
on 2arh; it starts from the beginning of July and ends in late September.
Thoug being a moderate warm season, the temperature might rise to 25 de-
grees ar d July is the warmest months out the year.

This season does not lack plenty of raintall between now and then. The av-
eraze minfall in the middle of Mongolia, especially on he plains and valleys.
ran zesbetween 200 & 220 milliliters. This average might rise drastically dur-
ing the rainy seasons; moreover. the melting snow and the increase in temper-
atue di_ring that seasons; leads to fertility and growth of the meadows.
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Thas i1s not only a rainbow but also a mighty divine arch in the horizon
adcing atouch of magic and becauty to the most beautiful scene in nature.

We used to witness this scene twice or three times on a weekly basis, espe-
cia ly when thin sunrays penetrate the clouds on a rainy day, and the rainbow
revealsits beautitul spectrum the sky and the land.

We were scanning this land with feat passion to be acquainted with its fea-
tures and people, and we used to pursuit our destination the whole day and
partly turing night.

We 2ven crossed some rivers in our humble cars to abbreviate the distanc-
es, anc our path through the river was not always successful.

We were racing time and nature because we were on a strict time schedule
fadng wide separated landscapes with no roads and normal vehicles.

Mengolia is a house secluded country surrounded by land and away from
sec. Itlies in the middle of mid-Asia. and is surrounded by Russia and China
and its area is approximately twice the area of France.

Planty of Mongolians are still attached to land living a nomadic hife ad
raising cattle, and it is worth mentioning that Mongolians own an average
herd of twenty four million different cattle.

The number of horses in Mongolia is around two million; as for the cow it
is >n¢ million eighty thousand, a one million and five hundred thousand
sheepe.nd nine million goats.
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Fifty percent of the Mongolians live on grazing cattle, this percentage is
high 1 1our modern world, and perhaps this green grazing land has summoned
the Mongolians to this trend in grazing. It is the easiest way of living and the
most Jrofitable way. Moreover, it is the most desired job to their hearts, and
they do not resemble any other in the way they ride their horses and graze
their cattle.

According to Mongolians, there is nothing more striking than secing hors-
es in e meadows and horses a distinctive sign in the life of these people. Itis
the most expensive asset and a pet of their identity. This is what distinguishes
them from others. Besides, they were the first to raise horses as livestock.

The Mongohian horse has short legs, a chubby body, and a huge head with
asho1neck. [tis also distinguished with a strong back and plenty of hair cov-
eringthe neck and tail.

The Mongolians nomads are the best horsemen; they normally drive their
horscs with long wooden stick attached with a rope to capture the small hors-
es thet are not yet tamed. History witnessed these short horses when they con-
quered with their hoofs many countries and civilizations. The Mongolians in-
vade } half of the world and penetrated the enormous walls of China with
thesc same horses.
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T'he Riswoski horse, commonly known as the taky, is one of endangered
spexies iIn Mongolia. It is different than other horses because it brutal and un-
tamedand it resembles the mule in its physical features.

I'h= wild rere horse was moved back from Europe to Mongolia, its origi-
nal ha »tat, a decade ago. Thirty horses were kept in protected reserves and
thear rmumbers has nsen to a hundred and forty horses. These horses vary in
color end shape than the Mongolian horses. The horses graze the green plaing
in big 1erds, mainly for the abundance and diversity of grass, for long hours.
Thzy g0 on in doing so for long hours during the day and the shepherds return
the he~ds cvery two hours only during the surmimer, because the latte is the
seasor of greenery and they do so feed the ponies and milk the females.

Th:z ponies are tied in a special lariat to prevent them from their mother’s
udder curing grazing, while away from the supervision of the shepherds, and
when “he steed returns. the women take the ponies to their mothers then she
pus a zucket its small udder.

Thz Mongolia nomads live in white circular tents build without pegs on its
sides fat arc covered with layers of white pads made of sheep wool and cam-
el hai.

Acdhtionally , the odd factor is that this tent contains eighty-five wooden
intzrnal slices, constituting its main structure. They are decorated with many
co ore. [talso has an upper hole, which is opened and closed when needed to
letin fre sun and drag the smoke and polluted amr out.
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The Mongolians live their social lives in closely related families. and the
group might contain three generations in adjacent tent. Their social traditions
sustain signiticant morals in generosity, and their obligation towards the visi-
tors is to make them snifta nice odorant. The women in the Mongoliaa socie-
ty has aspecial status because she is responsible for the house financi 1] man-
agement, selling and buying livestock and collecting its price, and nen find
no embarrassment in assisting them n specific matters such as cookinz.

Raising cows is considered both a traditional and contemporary handi-
craft in Mongolia. Their numbers has risen in a regular trend. as for the sheep;
its numbers has declined because the Mongolians particularly rely on s meat
in their diet.

The female sheep is slaughtered in a strange way, and according to the
Mongolian convention, they lay it on its back and cut its belly. With a knife.
The then his hand to its abdominal to cut the main heart blood vessel. The rea-
son of this strange killing 1s to preserve the blood of the ewe inside its stom-
ach without spilling any blood outside.

After skinning the ewe, the intestines and potbelly are removed, and the
women start  washing and cleaning them from the excrement.
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Me then collect the blood from the ewe?s body in a special vessel, and it
is pourad later in the intestines after the cleaning process is tinished.

The man enters his hand into the vessel to squecze the precipitating blood
to casets flow into the intestines.

Oneze the intestines are filled with blood, women tie its ends to preserve the
blood.

When the women finish the filling of blood in the intestines, they are put in
a cookang pot where they are cooked for some ime. They intestines contain-
ing the blood and according to the Mongolian customs is the tirst to be eaten
from taz ewe and it is served to the eldest who divides it to his tamily.

W oraise the lord for forbidding the blood, because it is the depot of dis-
ease and epidemics is the body of living organisms.

Mgzt and mild derivates are considered the man nourishiment for the Mon-
gol families, and maybe the strangest derivative of milk by the Mongols 1s
transferring it to liquor. A proportional ratio of cow and horse mild is mixed
ina cacking potan the latter is covered by a long wooden barrel, and the fire 15
lit under it. Another pot is situated on the aperture of the barrel, and the erevic-
es are shot to prevent the vapor from escaping outside the barrel during the
boilin £ process. As the mixture boils above the fire, cold water is poured in
the upper pot, and the drops of liquor start dripping through a small passage
on thetop of the barrel.

It iz a complicated process depending o specific portions of highly concen-
traied rorse milk.
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The Mongols celebrate many national commemorations in may village
and c¢ties, and the citizens gather in one of the plains to watch the national

festiva. and celebrations where some special tents are erected and some tunes
are played. The most famous festival is the national day of Mongolia and it is
onthe eleventhof July.

During this festival may horse racing games are held, and the race track
may ¢xceed twenty kilometers, and it its noteworthy that the majority of he
races re just kids.

W -estling is also considered a desired sport for the Mongols; special ritu-
als are made before fighters engage amidst the cheering crowds.

Tte Mongolian heritage is distinguished with may cultural aspects;
thzy 1ave unique musical instruments and a special and distinguished
ways of singing, and perhaps the style of using the throat during sing-
inz is the most common and used way in Mongolia. It 1s called the
Mongolian Homy and changing the cavity of the mouth and using the
veca cords perferms this melody.
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Men usually perform th's trend
of singing because it needs rhysical
strength and good breathing tech-
niques.

More than 4,000 rivess and
streams flow in Mongolia, and the
average length of the nivers stretch
for five thousand four huncred ki-
lometers. Though being a secluded
country away form sea and surround by land from all sides Mongolia is con-
sidered rich in water and it has an enormous network of rivers, streams, and
fountains an many lakes.

The tlow and depth of rivers increase during the summer season due t the
melting snow on many mountain tops and heavy rain during that seasn, and
this raises the level of water in these rivers.

These rivers are considered the veins of life to the population, and the
enormous live stocks in Mongoka. The abundance of extended rivers and
streams along the plains provided them a good distribution of pastu-es and
prevented them form congestion in specific areas.
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Mcreover, perhaps what distinguished many strcams i central Mongolia
is that they run shallow on a rocky rigid land and this makes the water clear,
and bl 1er than the water runs on muddy deep rivers.

Th = waterfalls that object the water flaw of nivers are beautiful naturalistic
views These are the Arkhon waterfalls and they are located in central Mon-
polia. The cascade’s altitude 1s twenty meters and the width span of the water-

fat is around then meters.

Na e of the Mongolian rivers tlow into the sea, and the latter are consid-
ered w part of Asia’s sealed lakes and many of these rivers tlow into closed
lakes. Perhaps the enormous number of lakes in Mongolia. which is three and
six huwdred, both salty and pure. is explained by the number rives.

Trakhin Tasghan is one the central Mongolian lakes and this are is known
for the abundance of water and lakes. This lake is considered small if com-
pa~ed with other Mongolian lakes. Its are a is three hundred square kilometers

and itr altitude from sea tevel is two thousand sixty meters.

It i3 surround by plenty of dormant volcano?s that were once active a long
tinee 0. The most famous volcano is Khor Gho and its huge crater’s area. It
wes termed around eight thousand years ago due to the eruption. The area of
the crazer is two hundred meters and its depth is a hundred meters.
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Thz from of the crater is a strange view these mountains. Mongol's topog-
rar hy contains towering diversified mountains in many different colors and
shapes. Moreover, this country is considered one of the highest since its aver-
age al itude 1s one thousand five hundred eighty meters above sea level.

We used to spend daily plenty of time during our journey, in these carts
thet resemble closed boxes along this bumpy way, which is filled with obsta-
cles and rocks. Moreover we were betting that these vehicles would not reach
its far destination because they were breaking down along these rocky roads.
an] tkis compelled us to stop and rest for hours, sometimes willingly and
somemnmes against our will.

Nevertheless, it was not an absolute rest because we spent that time in pre-
pa-ing food, setting tents, fetching water, and repairing our vehicles.

Tte Mongolian nature contains many diversified species of birds, approx-
imate.y reaching four hundred forty nine kinds belonging to one hundred
nimet> three species divided into immigrant and inhabitant birds. As for the
inhahatant birds, their number exceed one hundred twenty kinds.

Tt e environmental ministry of Mongolia stresses on studying the kinds,
numters and the way they multiply by studies and research done by the min-
istry, through its representatives in different districts. Moreover, the red book
is orzidered one of the most important professional studies of congenital life
ofplar.ts, animals. and bird species.
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Gmy Crane 1s considered one of the most spread birds in Mongolia.
Many flocks of these kinds of birds emigrate in spring and summer of
the temperate and warm weather. In Mongolia these birds find a safe
refug: us food is plentiful; and the Mongolian habits that do not prefer
huntiag of these birds help in their reproduction.

Trese birds are often seen un plains in big groups that sometimes
reach zo 200 birds.

Generally, the crane's female puts one o1 two eggs. The couple alter-
nates n incubation and many times one of the fledglings is lost in the
naturs.

Flzdgling's incubation continues about 75 days in order that it can
flv acd emigrate with its parents.

Wren temperature is decreased at the end of autumn. Cranes emi-
grate from Mongolia to China and India which are warmer than their
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home at this time of the year.

Eagles are considered of the big predatory birds that have heavy
wing:. Many of them cannot catch their prey directly in nature. Hunt-
ing r<Juires speed. mancuver and quick detour while eagle with its
heavsy wings lacking this feature Often. we sec eagles stay at the top of
hills and high mountains tn big groups in order to discover the near are-
as; fdlow up the herd herds and eat the dead.

De ng that, eagles perform an important role in keeping the environ-
mental balance among species. They are eating the perished animals
and d=an the environment.

Muany of the international environmental organizations start to value
the rule of eagles in environmental system. They call to take an interest
in these birds and protect them. In general, eagles' reproduction is rela-
tively slow. Some of these eagles put one egg at the time of reproduc-

tion «nd the incubation period may continue to one year.

Scuirrel is one of the most spread rodents in Mongolia. It is charac-
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terized by swiftness and standing at its feet. Also, it is known of its
much wariness and turning around for fear of predatory birds.

Squirrel is considered a suitable food for most of predatory b rds. Its
large numbers help in preserving many of these predatory birds and
their continuous surviving throughout the year.

Another rodent lives in this land, it’s the marmot and it’s relatively a dull
non-agile rodent known for standing on his back legs. The Mongols exces-
sively hunt this creature, and it?s the most desired game because its flesh is
soft and tasty. Though being the main spreader of an infectious diseese such
as plague, people have not been dissuaded from chasing and hunting I~.

Rabbits also exist here especially around the mountains and lies surround-
ing the pains, and they rarely venture into the open land because it lac<s natu-
ral barriers such as rocks. Rabbits are nocturnal creatures, yet they sorietimes
emerge during the day, especially among the rocks.

When rabbits see a predator in the sky, they remain motionless for a long
time, and what helps them is their surrounding that resembles its colo-and its
namely rocks. [t remains in this position folding its ears backward.

Yv




Fores exist in most natural environments
arounc the globe; they feed on insects, ro-
derts, ind birds. This small fox has just started
to obsarve its surroundings after the nurture
peniod m the den, and onee out, it starts learn-
ing hows to hunt. Perhaps hunting skills. This
land 1+ rch in diversitied plantation and con-
stdered a desired place for plenty of insects in
all shases and kinds, and the latter are consid-
ercd a desired diet for foxes and wild cats
when # ¢ food is scarce.

Maeover, foxes inflict a real threat on many Kinds of chicks, especially
those = ho live on ground nests and become easy targets for foxes and other
predatars. When observed yesterday, these eagles? chicks were three and
when = e visited this morning, we saw only two.

Ga=zlle live in the eastern plains of Mongolia and Gobi desert, and this
place & the homeland for thousands of gazelle. [n its open plains, it furnished
a safe ~esort for mating and reproduction. Yet, the Mongolian gazelles, which
were viewed before in the thousand all over Mongolia, have now declined to
hundreds living only in its castern part. This caused he environmental minis-
try to ret new legislative laws to ban gazetle hunting and protect this specics
before 1t reaches the realm ot extinetion.
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The Mongolian nature has preserved its purity and beauty on a high level,
anc pernaps the affluence of land in this country made nature unaftected by
the human factor. It is not an industrial country and has a small population,
reachimz a number of two million and five hundred thousand citizens living
on 2 wide land, with an area of two thousand four hundred longitudinal ki-
lometers from west to east. It also spread for one thousand two hundred sixty
three longitudinal kilometers from the north to the south.

The Mongolian traditional helped to preserve the natural environment,
and it 3ved in a symbiotic life based on respecting the values of land and pre-
servinit.

We cannot assert that Mongolia is absolutely free form ecological prob-
lems, because there is an excessive abuse of the trees and forests surrounding
the plains.

These people are still using primitive ways in heating and cooking, be-




cause they lack moder instruments. These green open plains contamn only
seasonal grass that will tum into a frozen tundra as winter sweeps over and
oblige the people to resort to the forests and start cutting the trees not for heat-

ing or cooking but also for industrial purposes.

What'’s strange is that Mongolia, thought being rich in land, is cansidered
indigent in trees because its forests constitute only approximately twelve per-

cent of Mongolia?s arca if compared with its plains and deserts. Moreover,

most of the forests and pine trees are located in the northern part and only few
exist in central Mongolia.

Mongolia will remain one of the most beautiful natural environments on
carth ". A land of dreams and a resort for beauty seekers, privileged with an
untouched natural balance " and a virgin nature still away from polluton. in-

dustry and the human race.




fmd !






Moer golia is a geologically diversified land in nature accompanied with
othar variations and trends in heritage. There are also cultural values and the
beliefs of different races, which crystallized in a deep-rooted heritage, de-
signed by innovation and unchanged by modernism. This preserved its form
an¢ identity throughout the ages and isolated if from mingling with contem-
porary cultures. They grasp their old culture against changes and have kept it
intact end culturally preserved.

After a long trip in the center of Mongolia to observe the general features
of the ¢ itizens, its nature, and creatures, we commenced to visit certain territo-
ries scatered on Mongolia’s vast geography. These territories have distinc-
tive geclogical characteristics different than the plateau namely deserts, fo-
rests amd lakes.

Peraps one of the most significant territories is Hovsgol Lake. After de-
termin ng our path on the map we drove our vehicles and wandered across the
land ard rivers. We drove though the rough the roughest ways to abbreviate
distances by crossing many rivers, Perhaps the lack of complication and elec-
tronics m our vehicles made them more reliable while passing through the
water. The road to Hovsgol Lake, located in the north, is obstructed by 2 num-
ber of nivers and streams, and some of these rivers demand skilled navigators.
and the renting special equipment ot help us cross the high, fast running riv-
ers.

Wepassed by Arkhon waterfalls in central Mongolia and headed to grand
Hovsg ol Lake and forests in the north.
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Hecvsgol is one of the biggest takes in Asia and the largest in Mon-
golia. [ts horizontal length is one hundred sixty three kilometers, and it
is cor sidered the most important source of fresh water in Mongolia,
and tt e world, The water of this lake is the freshest and clearest in Asia
and oncr the globe, because it is fed by ninety six rivers and streams
and only one comes out from it. Moreover this lake is so deep and its
depth reaches around two hundred sixty two meters.

Ard what'’s strange is that this huge amount of water starts freezing
in this lake in September and totally crystallizes in December. Many
tents we crected along the shores of this lake because the fishing pro-
fessiax: is most common here; moreover this lake contains lost of fish
and sa mons are the most famous.

We had few problems crossing big rivers with our vehicles yet we
stumt led in small streams filled with clay and mud.

The mountains are covered with dense forests surround Hovsgol
Lake, and this hindered our trip through the forests, and we were
obliged to carry on using horses. The main purpose was to visit Altasa-
tan tr be who took the mountaintops and forests as their residence.

Pe-1aps what incited us to continue our trip by the use of horses is
that th2 destination we were heading to isn’t farther than a couple of ki-
lomexrs. Moreover the tribe we intended to visit is distinguished by its
heritace and totally insolated from other Mongolian tribes.
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Orec arriving at one of the Altasatan’s tents, we observed the biggest
differznice marking them trom other Mongolian tribes. Their tens were
conic dly shaped and their livestock consists of reindeer gazelle.

Thas tent is different in shape and arrangement than traditional Mongo-
lian tents. It consists of wooden pivots surrounded by white felt it is hum-
blv cunstructed and simply formed with no complications in strueture, in-
filrrat=d with a top opening to allow sunlight in and to allow the smoke out.

Alasalan tribes take special carc and have deep-rooted admiration
towamls reindeer gazelle: morcover it is a preferred livestock to the
Mongols and a rare species in Mongohia. Reindeer gazelle are distin-
guished by fluffy huge homs, fragile in formation, and blunt on the
cdges. The horns of the make are larger and longer than those of the fe-
malc. Reindeer gazelle are [requently exposed to accidents that lead to
the frcture of their fragile fluffy horns.

Reindeers have distinctively adapted to the cold environment, and
€an te.erate extrenmie winter conditions.

Reindeer gazelle arc tied in a special way during pasturing the
woocs; this hinders heir movement and prevents them from wandering
away from the tents and helps its patrons to control it in the ficlds.
Reindzer require consistent attention, otherwise they might get lost in
this ®ngled congested forest. The forest is considered an appropriate
envir-nment for these animals, because there are special plants in this
fores that do not exist in th open plains.
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After the reindeer return from the meadows. the women start the
milking. The reindeer udder is small and it matches with this vessel
mainly secause the quantity of milk in this udder is scanty and when
then re ndeers are milked the amount gathered will be one liter of milk.

Altasatan tribes found no troubles in taming: riding, and raising the
reindea. and some shepherds us these animals to stroll thought the forest
to visit their relatives or follow and watch the herds in the meadows.

These pagan tribes are also known by their strange religious rituals.
They rzly on some signs, beckons, and vague movements of playing
drums i1 a special rhythm. Practicing this sacrament requires a special
garmert, and the woman here is wearing a heavy tall dress, which covers
her fac> and made of pieces of cloth and armulets.

Afta our tour in the northem part of Mongolia, around Hovsgol Lake and
its forexts, we started to prepare for a long journey in the remote south-castern
part of Mongolia. Our aim was to visit another natural landmark in Mongolia,
namely the Gobi desert. To reach that destination we have to pass along a long
arduous path, filled with rocks and natural obstacles, and stretching for more
than one thousand seven hundred kilometers.
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We were eager to reach the first paved towards the east, and by more
chance the road was funded by the Kuwaiti govemment. The genersity of
Kuwait had reached a remote area in Mongolia, by the Kuwaiti furds pro-
jects. We stopped under a huge sign that mentions Kuwait’s generous contri-
bution. The road, which is traditionally called the, (Road of Arabs}, sretches
from two hundred kilometers and connects the city of Ardent to Ctarkhan
City. We continued our way and passed through many cities and villeges un-
til we reached Erden, located in the remote eastern south part of Mongolia.

Upon approaching he desert, we felt close to our motherland, because it is
the closest regional territory to our psychological essence, and the sand dunes
reminded us of some Arabian deserts. After observing the dense foresis m the
north and the stretching plains in central Mongolia, we started to observer dif-
ferent topography in the form of deserts. Gobi desert is the largest in Asia; itis
located in the southemn part of Mongolia and the northern part of Chima. Gobi
! desert occupies a major area of Mongokia, exceeding the distance of two

o thousand kilometers from east to west in its northern part, and it makes up for-
—— ty percent of Mongolia’s whole area.
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The climate is Gobi desert is hot in summer and
extrerrely cold in winter and the annual average rain-
fall ramges between sixty and hundred milliliter. Yet
this average might rise occasionally during the rainy
seasonto reach three hundred milliliters.

Waer wells are the most important supply in this
desert, and although there are countless rivers in
Monge ia, none nins through Gobi desert. and the ranfalls along with these
wells rzmain the only source to the citizens and their livestock.

Wi=rever deserts exist, so do camels. And this symbiotic relation has its
Justificztion because camels are ideal specimen., for tolerating deserts.

These camels enjoy special improvements and distinguished characteris-
tics to adapt to this environment. Two humped camels have long dense hair
to tole-ate the severe cold climate of Gobi desert. Moreover the two humps
providad the animal with an excessive storage of fat to endure hunger and
insutfi dent food in the scasons of drought and glacial. This camel dofters
from tye one humped Arabian camel in many features. It ahs dense long
hair, short legs and a small head: moreover it’s not multicolored as the Ara-
bian camel and most of them are yellow. There is an innovative strange
stybe ia grazing the herds of camel in Gobi desert. The young are tied up
while mrazing with their mothers in a way to keep them engaged in pastur-
ing, ard prevent them from raising their head and suckle milk from their
mothe-'s udders away from its patron’s supervision. This tie preserves the
camel’s milk and substitute the traditional sack used to cover the udder.
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Wken the shepherds return with the camels, the
womer untie the small camels and let them approach
their inother’s udder, this encourages the mather to
give nilk and the woman collects it from the other
unocc pied udder.

Camels accompanied the nomads wherever they
wandered and they are the deserts ship and transport.
These creatures play a major role in the nomad’s ev-
erlastivg shifting ways of life. The absence of cars
and modermn w3ays of transport make the camel the best reliable creature
for carrying and transporting goods whenevar the nomads want to leave.

1

It’s worth mentioning that the average number of camels in Mongolia is
a cuarter million, and they are specifically raised for transporting goods
there we still untamed wild herds roaming the uninhibited wide part of
Gobi desert. These camels are wilder and more vicious than the docile,
easily trained Arabian camels.

Th s hzard is considered a non-nocturnal ereature, and only appears
during the hot days and remains for a proloaged time under the sun. it
feeds » insects by lurking and monitoring, then launches its attack.

Th> Gobi desert contains some reptiles snakes and lizards, and there are
some kinds of non-poisonous snakes that are distinguished by a small
head, ind an elongated body and they feed on insects and small lizards.
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Rodents and especially jerboas are considered the favorite meal for
snakes and foxes. The Gobi desert jerboas are slightly different thar: those
living in the Arabian deserts. It’s bigger in size and has long cars and domi-
nant gray hair. Rodents have a wide range of enemies. and they are not
only reptiles and foxes, but also birds of pray. When rodents number in-
crease in the plains, they become a desired diet for predatory bids, and
there is a directly proportional relation between the two species. Whenever
the number of rodent?s increase so does predatory birds and this is the rea-
son why immigrant as well as resident birds abundantly exist here.

When this birds scans the plains that are filled with mice and other ro-
dents, it seldom returns empty handed.

Unlike other places, we have visited: we noticed a big number of predato-
ry birds and especially falcons in the plains that are crowded with rodents.

There are plenty of resident falcons in Mongolia; moreover plenty of
immigrant talcons stay a prolonged time in this land due to the abundance
of food and the moderate weather condition. They then continue their jour-
ney when winter comes and migrate to Pakistan, Iran, and the Middle East.
Whenever falcons reside on this land, European and Arab committees in-
terested in falcons, follow them in order to study their features ard kinds.
This group is one of Arab committees that came to Mongolia under a spe-
ciat ecological license that allow them to study the falcon’s inigration, the
way they live and reproduce.
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Fakon capturing operating require special instruments and expert
practi joners in this place, the hunters only focus on special kinds de-
pendiag on their colors and size.

When the hunter spots a distinguished falcon he starts setting the
acrial net. It’s an easily prepared light weighted net situated on the back
of the bird, which constitutes the bait. The net is fixed under the wings
and the body and several traps are left frec above the bird.

Af er consolidating the aerial net on the pigeons back, the hunter
rushes towards the chosen falcon.

Thz hunter releases the pigeon in a professional manner by passing
near t2e falcon and throwing the pigeon towards its predator and guick-
ly chenging his direction to conceal his relevance to the pigeon trap he
set. Yet under this atmosphere, which is filled with predatory birds, the
trap becomes a target to all birds of prey, and the race and vicious at-
tack towards the pigeon is launched from all directions.

It :eems that one of the falcons have caught the pigeon and fell into
the trap tied on its back, yet has to confront the other predators trying to
steal the catch.

Tie falcon's claws did not take a good grip. and the pigeon is freed
again The birds of prey started gathering around the prey against the
will @f the hunter, and the falcons aren’t alone in this pursuit. The
crow: too have a potential luck in this acrial parade and they persist on
following the pigeon and preventing it from the falcons because Crows
are considered predatory birds and scavengers at the same time.







W th the crows intrusion towards the bait firstly set to the falcons, and the
interfs-ence of many birds of prey. the stress is intensified on the hunter
watckmg from a distance. He secems unhappy with the current situation and
the viture seals the finaf actin this conflict by interfering and ending this pur-
suit.

Under this situation, the hunter has to repeat the process by towing another
pigear for the falcon, and a new tragedy starts for the helpless pigeon. The
sky smiroundings is filled with predators, and death is approaching it from all
sides md, as the ground assault is intensified. it resorts to its last chance of sur-
vival sy inserting its head in a ground hole and remaining idle and motionless
reserLbling a rock on the ground. This pigeon on the other hand has another
stratezy tor surviving; when the hunter tosses it in the air it swiftly returns to
the je=p. it?s only refuge against predators and death.

A-¥er several failed attempts. the hunter releases another pigeon to the de-
sired “alcon.

Wiien the falcon attacks the pigeon, its claws implants in the one of the
trap drings, and this might allow it to fly tor a while, yet cant continue and
evenwally land on the ground to meet its hunter an falls into captivity.

A ter capturing the falcon, the hunter covers its head to seclude it from its
envirznment, reduce its fear, limit its anxiety. This makes it more cooperative
and compliant within the hunter’s hands.

Th hunt also covers its body and engulls its wings with cloth to prevent
the feztures from damage.
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Afer choosing specific specimens from these
falcors, it is presented to some experts and practi-
tioners in falcon breeding. Motlag Al Jian is one of
these Jractitioners who came to Mongolia in 1993.
he was sent in accordance with the biological insti-
tutz amd the ministry of science in Mongolia, and he
preserted his expertise and knowledge in this field
and recently acquired the Mongolian envircnmental
medal for his prolonged efforts.

Thzse birds are subjected to some studizs in or-
der to zompare their size, weight, and colors. Hallmarks are also situated
on the oredator’s leg to study its migrations and residence in the future.

These campaigns also keep some rare species of falcons. This falcon is
relatinely smail in size, and possesses a rare coloration in feathers, which
was fermed due to biological heredity factors. Therefore, scientists use this
rare fa con to hybndize with other kinds through specialized institutes of
falcor oreeding in Germany.

Ordy some specific kinds are kept for study. and the rest are released
again in their natural habitat after studying its charactenstics and recording
its data.

Oux last longest journey in Mongolia has just started, we moved from
the Far East towards the far west on unclear roads, we strayed from our
path and this obliged us to stop and seek assistance to learn the best and
shortest way.
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Onr trip started in Gobi desert and ended in the far west covering a dis-
tance “hat surpassed two thousand kilometers. After a long journey, we
saw Biolki city, which is situated among huge black mountains. t?s the
west Mongolian capital city, distinguished by different geological and cul-
tural wends than most other Mongolian villages and cities.

Amnther nationalists called Al Kazekh, originating fonm Kazakhstan, in-
habit Biolki city and its west surroundings. Although being the majority in
the west, their numbers only constitute five percent of Mongolia?s citizens.
Al Kazakh?s religion is islam and they ditTer from the Mongols who be-
lieve in Budizim, yet the gnieving fact is that these Muslims are ignorant
and wmaware of what Islam is.

Al Kazakh?s are distinguished by a deep-rooted rare heritage and this
gives them a unique identity. They were known for taming eagles and us-
ing thkem for hunting. These eagles form an important part in their heritage,
and tagy are viewed in a great sense of pride and dignity, and this made
them preserve this tradition and transfer it to the new gene3rations.

Ecgles nestlings arc taken in their early stage of growth, before they ac-
quire the ability of flight, then they are subjugated to a prolonged series of
treiniag. The process takes a long time and it aims to acquaint the eagle
with ts owner, and reinforee positive relation between the two parties.

Tte veil, and according to the Kazakhs, is considered the firs step in
tamirg the eagles.

It is situate on the cagle?s head for a prolonged penod of time until it
becowres domestic and clam, the veil, which its face, blocks its sight and
makes it familiar with its new environment.
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The tamer finds it difficult to accustom the eagle to its veil, end the
latter fiercely fights and resists the cover, and this process requires a
great deal of patience from the tamer. It’s a pity to see the signs of hu-
miliation on the master of flying predatory birds. After soaring above
mountains peaks and scanning endless horizons, it now lay blind folded
by the river. It?s the captivity syndrome after absolute freedora over
skies.

It’s important to deprive the eagle from food in the preliminary
stage. This reduces its weight and allows the taming process (¢ flow.
The act of depriving and feeding develops a symbiotic relationskip and
allows acquaintance between the eagle and the hunter.

Taming also requires holding the eagle by the hand for a long nme in
order to get along with its owner, and the weight of the eagle, which some-
times goes then kilometers, can be an arduous burden on the hunter.

Here, the tamer resorts to another manner that substitutes him from
carrying the heavy predator. The bird is situated on a long anc loose
rope attached to two poles; this shaky situation trains the heavy eagle to
maintain balance while moving. The blindfolded eagle is situcted in
this position for a long time, until it’s able to maintain full balanze and
harmony with the movement, because the latter is similar to the condi-
tion when held on the hand.

After training the eagle on the veil, and conditionally feeding and train-
ing 1t on the ropes, a new crucial step is added. It’s basically trainire it on
hunting wolves, which are taken from their dens while they are youngz,
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Tte hunter cautiously drags the captured wolf with a chain, and steps
on the head to catch it from its cars.

Bfore introducing it to he eagle, the mouth of the wolf is tightened
with = rope in order not to wound the eagle in this stage.

Whaen the hunter ties the small wolves mouth, he deprives it from any
form of resistance against the eagle. This encourages the eagle to attack
and reinforces its abilities to dare and assault those free in nature.

Afer closing its mouth, the hunter brings the eagle and carefully ap-
proacaes the wolf in order not to scare the praying bird, and upon remov-
ing the veil; the eagle upon the prey he will confront in nature, and the ea-
gle wA | be surprised to discover that those free have their teeth and claws
to defnd themselves, and differ from the small tied helpless wolf.

Summer 1s considered the eagles’ hunting and training scason. Taming
goes -n throughout this season, and by winter and after the excessive train-
ing, the eagle will be ready to hunt.

With the advent of winter and snow, Al Kazak's group in hunting
squacs and chase wolves and foxes to obtain the fur. They hunt for cloth-
ing p iposes and not to feed, and they differ from those who use falconry
in the Arab peninsula. The fur here, shelters their bodies from the freezing
temperature during winter.

As the hunting scason begins, the eagles are deprived from food for
more than {ifteen days and this drives them to attack predatory animals like
wolves and foxes without hesitation.
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When the hunter spots a prey, he unleashes the veil that eovers the ea-
gles face and the dangerous and unpredictable chase starts.

The eagle’s fierce and rapid attack inflicts severs injuries, and speed
makes the dagger claws of the eagle very effective. The fox tnes with his
remaining power to free himself yet the eagle’s claws penetrating its preys
flesh makes this attempt impossible.

The hunter interferes quickly after the eagle seizes the fox, ther he of-
fers it some flesh to release the fox from the deadly claws, before ruining
the fur.

Hunting isn’t limited or restricted merely to foxes. Sometimes ia these
hunting journeys, wolves find themselves trapped within the eagle’s claws.

Winter and hunting journeys mean a lot to the Kazakhs. 1t’s not only a
tnp to search for wolf and fox furs, but is a deep-rooted tradition stenming
from ancicnt times, Tamed eagles here are viewed as a part of their digni-
fied heritage stemming from the ancestors. They were the ones that tamed
the masters of predatory birds and used them to hunt rapacious creatures.

After a long risky, interesting and arduous journey, in search of ‘he un-
known in the Mongol’s land, we found a sample population fond of leg-
ends and myths, living on the edge of modem civilization. A population
chnging to a strong heritage that weeps the ancient times and remembers
the history, hoping that the wheels of time will reverse to the era of the
Mongol’s knights when they roamed and subjugated half of the glob=.
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