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Eagleton, T. (2007) Ideology: An Introduction , London and New York: Verso.
Eagleton is a literary theorist and his work is informed by Marxist approaches
to analysis. This book explores some of the key thinkers and works on the
subject of ideology and, despite claims that the concept has waned as an object
of understanding in recent years, he brings this up to date. Eagleton is a witty
and erudite writer who brings very complex ideas to life with ease, always
aware of the historical and contemporary context, which is used to provide
illumination.

Matheson, D. (2005) Media Discourses: Analysing Media Texts , Maidenhead:
Open University Press.
This book offers a detailed insight into the use of discourse as concept and
method in the analysis of a range of media texts, in order to explore who
‘talks’, what is represented and how power relations are challenged or
reinforced. Matheson explores different media genres, such as news,
advertising and weblogs.

Miller, D. and Philo, G. (eds) (2000) Market Killing: What the Free Market

Does and What Social Scientists Can Do About It , Harlow: Longman.
The various authors in this book argue that the expansion of the free market in
the last part of the twentieth century produced a rise in inequality and violence,
and allowed a criminal economy and the degradation of social and cultural life.
Its main objective is to question the position of academia on these
developments, suggesting that many academics in the social sciences, media
and cultural studies have avoided critical issues and instead become occupied
in obscure theoretical debates. By default, they are complicit with the current
order of things, rather than in pursuit of a critical stance. This book touches
upon many of the themes raised in this chapter and is a useful, if controversial
and challenging, place to consider how theorists relate to their power as well
as their responsibilities.

Wayne, M. (2003) Marxism and Media Studies: Key Concepts and

Contemporary Trends , London: Pluto Press.
This work takes a Marxist perspective on the study of the media, drawing upon
Marx et al . in order to understand the economic, ideology and power relations
of current practices and meanings in film, television, internet and print.
Wayne’s book is well illustrated with analyses of Disney, TV shows such as
Big Brother and so on, which serve to underwrite an argument for this
approach and its value.



