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The Concept of Islak in the Glorious Quran: Reasons and Manifestations
Abstract

This article attempts to understand the concept of isla/ (reform) as presented in the
Qur’an in a methodological manner. After highlighting the limits of linguistic analysis
of the concept of islai (reform), we have reviewed this concept within the context of the
Qur’anic text.

We have limited this discussion to two issues: (1) discussion of intellectual
struggle as opposed to passive stagnation, seeking to narrow the gap between words and
actions; (2) the discussion of moderation (tawassuf) as praxis, not simply as a moral
virtue.

Keywords: Reform, Intellectual struggle, Moderation, Stagnation.
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Islamic Acts of Worship between Rationalization and Ritualization:
An Usili/Theoretical Approach
Abstract

The rationalization in the Islamic acts of worship is a problematic issue, especially
since al-Shatibi has proclaimed that all Shari‘ah provisions are rationalized in terms of
what is good for people. The question that needs to be answered is: how can it be said
that acts of worship are not necessarily rationalized, and that they are based on ritual
obedience?

The article tries to approach the issue methodologically, starting from defining the
concepts, stating the different opinions on the issue, clarifying the heart of the debate,
and tracing the effects of this Usali disagreement on the fighi disagreement in a number
of worship issues. Finally, the article suggested a magqasidr approach to go around this
problematic issue.

Keywords: rationalization; ritualization; workships; habits; jurisprudence;
purposes, ijtihad.
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Ethical Values and Social Sciences:
Towards a Dominant-Values Epistemology
Abstract

This article discusses the dominant paradigm on the relationship between values
and Social sciences, especially psychology. The analysis of such relationship would find
a paradigm of separation between value and knowledge, due to the model of modernity
that stands on isolating morals from sciences, and to the fragmentary viewpoint of
contemporary theories of values. As a result of this we have an epistemological crisis in
social sciences that do not cover various aspects of human realities. This has
necessitated the need to reconsider this torn relationships making use of the
civilizational experience, and depending on the paradigm of supremacy of values on
human knowledge, within an integrated methodology. To do just that we have identified
three combing purposes, i.e.: justice, freedom, and soundness. System of education
should be the means to transfer this hope from its ideal form into reality.

Key words: Governing values, social sciences, fragmentary viewpoint,
psychology, integrated methodology, justice, soundness, freedom
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The Moroccan Writings in Foreign Languages Between Linguistic Authority
and ldentity-based Authority: A Hierarchical Reading
Abstract

The debate over literary writing in a foreign language has instigated a lot of
dichotomous points of view in Moroccan academic and cultural circles. History of
modern Morocco has witnessed strong ongoing debates about the identity of creative
writings in foreign language. There are those who would consider such writings as
cultural alienation. Contrary to that, there are those who refuse to link literary text to
language belonging, and link it instead to the collective imaginary and to the literary
product as a manifestation of this imaginary. In fact, expressing the self by using a
foreign language puts into question notions such as cultural identity, authority, nation-
building, and otherness. By applying the theory of hierarchical reading which appeared
in the post colonial studies, we have established the relationship between using French
in creative writings and La Francophonie as a colonial ideology imposed on people and
annexed spaces.

Keywords: language, identity, Moroccan writings, literary identity; foreign
languages
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