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Deconstruction: A school of philosophy that originated in
France in the late 1960s, has had an enormous impact on Anglo-
American criticism. Largely the creation of its chief proponent
Jacques Derrida, deconstruction upends the Western metaphysical
tradition. It represents a complex response to a variety of
theoretical and philosophical movements of the 20th century, most

notably Husserlian phenomenology, Saussurean and French
structuralism, and Freudian and Lacanian psychoanalysis.
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[First paragraph of a seven-page explanation in the Encyclopedia
of Contemporary Literary Theory (Toronto: University of Toronto
Press, 1993).]

Mirror stage[edit]

Main article: Mirror stage

Lacan's first official contribution to psychoanalysis was the mirror
stage, which he described as "formative of the function of the | as
revealed in psychoanalytic experience." By the early 1950s, he
came to regard the mirror stage as more than a moment in the life
of the infant; instead, it formed part of the permanent structure of
subjectivity. In "the Imaginary order,"” their own image
permanently catches and captivates the subject. Lacan explains that
"the mirror stage is a phenomenon to which | assign a twofold
value. In the first place, it has historical value as it marks a decisive
turning-point in the mental development of the child. In the second
place, it t}/pifies an essential libidinal relationship with the body-
image".[*®
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o 1943 (Gallimard, in French)

Published o 1956 (Philosophical Library, in
English)

Pages 638 (Routledge edition)

ISBN 0-415-04029-9 (Routledge edition)

Being and Nothingness: An Essay on Phenomenological
Ontology (French: L'Etre et le néant: Essai d'ontologie
phénoménologique), sometimes subtitled A Phenomenological
Essay on Ontology, is a 1943 book by philosopher Jean-Paul
Sartre.™ Sartre's main purpose is to assert the individual's
existence as prior to the individual's essence (“existence precedes
essence”). His overriding concern in writing the book was to
demonstrate that free will exists.? While a prisoner of war in 1940
and 1941, Sartre read Martin Heidegger's Being and Time, an
ontological investigation through the lens and method of
Husserlian phenomenology (Edmund Husserl was Heidegger's
teacher). Reading Being and Time initiated Sartre's own
philosophical enquiry.

"The Death of the Author" (French: La mort de l'auteur) is a
1967 essay by the French literary critic and theorist Roland
Barthes. Barthes' essay argues against traditionalliterary criticism's
practice of incorporating the intentions and biographical context of
an author in an interpretation of a text, and instead argues that
writing and creator are unrelated. The title is a punlcain
neededl on Le Morte d'Arthur, a 15th-century compilation of
smaller Arthurian legend stories, written by Sir Thomas Malory.
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The essay's first English-language publication was in the American

journal Aspen, no. 5-6 in 1967; the French debut was in the

magazine Manteia, no. 5 (1968). The essay later appeared in an
anthology of Barthes's essays, Image-Music-Text (1977), a book
that also included his "From Work To Text".

. Jonathan  Culler, Roland Barthes: A Very Short
Introduction, Oxford: Oxford University Press, 2001.

. Paul de Man, "Roland Barthes and the Limits of
Structuralism”, in Romanticism and Contemporary Criticism,
ed. E.S. Burt, Kevin Newmark, and Andrzej Warminski,
Baltimore: Johns Hopkins University Press, 1993.

. Jacques Derrida, "The Deaths of Roland Barthes,"
in Psyche: Inventions of the Other, Vol. 1, ed. Peggy Kamuf
and Elizabeth G. Rottenberg, Stanford: Stanford University
Press, 2007.
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